THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
In the first and simplest group of out actions, I
should like to mention before all else a serious step
forward in our relations with our neighbours. I refer
to the pact of non-aggression and the conciliation
agreement with the U.S.S.R. For several reasons I
attach great importance to that step. To my mind
this diplomatic act is a sound form of agreement, because
it has confirmed and consolidated in a visible form
the favourable development that had akeady taken
place in the relations between the two countries. On
the other hand it has the value of an example, showing
as it does that, with consistent effort and good will
on the part of those concerned, suitable forms for
defining the progress in international life can always
be found. It is a fortunate circumstance which adds
to the value of that agreement that similar agreements
were concluded at the same time between the U.S.S.R.
and the three Baltic States, which owing to their
geographical position are just as close to the U.S.S.R.
as to Poland; and also that the Government of our
French ally has arranged its relations with the Soviet
Union on the same principles. In these circumstances
this whole system of pacts assumes a more general
importance and it can be said that we have in this
way made our contribution to the general effort to
create a favourable atmosphere for international
work,
Of the widest fields of our activity I would mention
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